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Thyou, province of Nanoro. 
The manager of the local bank.



Burkina Faso now has an additional weapon to combat climate change: agro-ecology. 
A system of the circular management of agricultural production, it combines organic 
agriculture and the breeding of animals for the production of fertiliser. 

Together with respect for and protection of the environment, it guarantees food 
independence for one of the poorest countries in Africa, in addition to the enfranchisement 
of women in Burkinabe society. 
Close to thirty years after the murder of Thomas Sankara, the president who dreamt 
of a “land of people of integrity” led by citizens who were aware of their own 
capabilities, the Sahel has returned to offer to the world a new lesson in civility. 

After the death of the socialist leader, the economy of the former French colony of 
Alto Volta was readmitted to programmes for “international aid”. 
In fact, 40% of the population lives below the poverty line and the poorest of those 
are primarily adolescents and mothers (80% of whom are illiterate): the only people 
involved in cultivating land due to the high rate of emigration towards Europe. 

80% of those living in Burkina Faso survive thanks to agriculture, but improvements 
in quality and quantity have allowed people to consolidate the system of microcredit. 
An innovative solution which is helping to open alternative activities during those 
months when the earth has to rest, not to mention guaranteeing young people the 
possibility of going to school and women the opportunity to improve the conditions of 
their own homes. 



A farmer confronting the very low level of the water 
of Loumbilà. When it is full of seasonal rains, 

this reservoir manages to serve a wide area.



Batio Nestor Bassierre, Minister of the Environment, has launched a government plan 
that aims to convert at least 2,000 communities, with a combined population of around 
4 million, into “eco-villages” by 2020. 

This measure will protect local cultures and incentivise the practices of resilience, 
while avoiding economic impoverishment related to migration. 
Moreover, it will serve to contrast the consequences of climate change in sub-Saharan 
Africa, where aridity is getting worse every year, water reserves are running low, 
and the rainy season is growing shorter and shorter. 
Three phenomena which, taken together, are weakening the already fragile agricultural 
system of the country. 

At La Saisonnière, however, an agricultural centre in the capital of Ouagadougou, a 
different future is still possible. 
In addition to providing what is necessary for survival, women without any economic 
resources are managing urban micro-gardens, which provide them with an income they 
wouldn’t otherwise have. 
Thanks to Sophie Sedgho, a grammar school teacher specialised in natural sciences 
as well as the president of the centre, sewing and literacy courses have also been 
launched. 
For to tell the story of a new revolution, you always need the right words.



Boys playing close to a cistern filled 
thanks to a pump powered by solar energy.



Women from Koudougou 
dry the parboiled rice.   



Aliguetou Zenba, 39 years old, works a plot of land managed 
solely by women who live near Coulogou. She is the second 

wife of a man who emigrated to Italy, and from whom she has 
never received any help. In spite of the difficulties, she is 
able to care for her children thanks to the land she farms.



The masculine flowering of corn in the 
fields of the Farmers’ Union of Loumbilà.

Preparing “dolo”, the craft beer of 
Burkina Faso that is made from millet.



A woman from Nanoro collecting Moringa seeds; you can eat their 
fruit, leaves, and flowers. They are full of antioxidants and 

anti-inflammatories, both helpful in protecting the immune system.



Burkina Faso is one of the 
most important producers of 
onions in Sub-Saharan Africa.         



The fields of the Farmers’ Union of Loumbilà: 
An experimental field where new techniques 

of optimizing the use of water, always 
lacking in this zone, are being tried out.



Warehouse of transformation: here the external 
part of the rice is removed, while the corn 
and other cereals are turned into flour.



Preparing “dolo”, the traditional beer 
of Burkina Faso, made from millet.

The wife of a migrant who returned to 
Burkina Faso after 4 years of work in Italy.



Farmers wash carrots grown in the fields near the 
reservoir of the dam of Loumbilà. They will then be
sold to drivers passing by on the road for Ouagadougou.



The warehouseman of the “warrantage warehouse” in Thyou. The warrantage is an 
instrument of microfinance which allows members of farm organisations to obtain 
loans, using their harvests as a guarantee. In this way, the price tends to go up. 
The two locks which lock the warehouse can only be opened by the farmer organisation 
and the bank which grants the loan. In exchange, the farmer has the right to a loan
equal to around 75-80% of the value of the harvest which has been stored (the «stockage»).      



A literacy lesson at 
the Saisonnière centre.



Because of climate change Burkina 
Faso is cyclically affected by periods 
of aridity, which weaken the country’s 
fragile agricultural and social system.



Aliguetou Zenba, 39 years old, works a plot of land managed solely 
by women who live near Coulogou. She is the second wife of a man 
who emigrated to Italy, and from whom she has never received any 
help. In spite of the difficulties, she is able to care for her 
children thanks to the land she farms.

Two women from Koudougou prepare 
“dolo”, the traditional beer of 
Burkina Faso made from Millet.



Cultivated fields in the 
province of Koudougou.



In addition to promoting urban farming thanks to 
small “domestic” gardens, the Saisonnière centre
organises courses in sewing and basic literacy.   



Bernadette Zongo, 48 years old, and her 7 children, are the beneficiaries of a microcredit project. In the two years of activity of the warrantage programme 
she has received two credits of 50,000 African francs (around 88 USD), used to purchase a dozen goats and rams to breed and resell. “My life has changed a lot. 
In the past, I only thought about myself, but ever since I began to be better, I understood that I wanted to share my experience with other women and I founded 
a small association to help others pursue a path of independence.” 



Tapsola Rasmata, 47 years old. Agro-ecological techniques have improved crop 
yields and today the women can commit a part of the harvest as a guarantee for 
micro-credit. The money they receive has allowed the woman to open a dressmaking 
shop, which functions primarily in the period when they are not working the fields. 



Repairing a tube in the
fields belonging to the 
Farmers’ Union of Loumbilà.

The fields of the Farmers’ Union of 
Loumbilà: an experimental field 

where new techniques of optimizing 
the use of water, always lacking 
in this zone,are being tried out.



Preparing a dinner of chicken, which 
has been raised on the agro-ecological 
farm of Karim, outside of Ougadougou. 



Bernadette Zongo, aged 48, and her 7 children, are the beneficiaries of a microcredit project. In the two 
years of activity of the warrantage programme she has received two credits of 50,000 African francs (around 

88 USD),used to purchase a dozen goats and rams to breed and resell. “My life has changed a lot. In the past, 
I only thought about myself, but ever since I began to be better, I understood that I wanted to share my 

experience with other women and I founded a small association to help others pursue a path of independence.



A girl, who helps Tapsola Rasmata in her 
dressmaking shop, outside the boutique.

Abibou Tiendrebeogo, 43, has managed to send her daughter Fadila 
to school without depending on her husband, thanks to a supply of 
onions conserved in a warehouse: when the set-aside season arrived, 
she sold them at a greater price, getting the funds necessary for 
study. They woman and her child live in the village of Kourit-
Yaoghin, located to the east of the capital.



Abibou Tiendrebeogo, 43 years old, and Traore 
Zoenabo, 38, unload their onions while waiting 
to resell them when the price goes back up.



A farmer confronting the extremely low level of the water of Loumbilà. 
When it is full from the seasonal rains, this reservoir manages to serve a 
wide area. The costs of the pumps and tubes are very high: as less water is 
available,the length of the tubes and the power of the motors must be greater. 



Traore Zoenabo, 38, has 4 children. She is the treasurer 
of the onion conservation warehouse of Loumbilà. Thanks 
to the harvest, together with her husband she has been 
able to buy a larger piece of land, and has thereby 
increased domestic production: “Now I have a cart I attach
to the donkey in order to go to the fields, this way I don’t 
need to walk more than an hour, and I have a solar plate to 
recharge a battery. In the past, when I got back from work, 
I had to turn on the battery as well as the candles; now I 
am able to recharge my mobile and I feel like a modern woman.” 
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