
H O N D U R A S

SICARIO
A JOB LIKE 
ANY OTHER
©Michele Crameri



La Fusina. Mary Elizabet Romero Manely, 36, was arrested and accused 
of extortion and robbery. Together with her are her brothers Nilson 
Felipe, 24, and Josè Daniel, 26. They have been accused of homicide.



Taxi driver, barber, or funeral director by day. Sicario (hitman) by night. 
In Honduras, life’s easier with a second job, above all when a single payment can be 
up to 10,000 dollars. Naturally, it’s not every day you get to remove a politician 
who’s become a pain to the drug cartels or got a bit too close for comfort to the 
interests of some gringos, but payment is as certain as death. 
As is the promise of a tattoo. Even for some cheap, less demanding jobs: extortion, 
dealing, local theft.
For those you even get to use a pistol, a 9mm or a 38. And that is something you 
want to keep nearby when you’re having a shave, or beneath your pillow when you’re 
taking a nap, or even on your way to the bakery. Because, from one day to the next, 
there’s always the chance you’ll find yourself floating in a river, as belonging to 
a big gang like Los Cachiros or the Cartel del Atlàntico is not always a guarantee 
of protection.

It’s easy to make mistakes, like walking through an area controlled by someone else: 
the outskirts of San Pedro Sula, at the top of the list of the most dangerous cities 
in the world with around 111 homicides for every 100,000 inhabitants, are a continuous 
succession of shacks and muddy lanes where the only light to brighten the night is 
that of the police sirens. Or the searchlights coming together around yet another 
body of someone far too young. 
The path of the sicario is a one-way street: when you grow up without a mother or a 
father, without schooling, without money, the gang soon becomes your family. 
It feeds you and protects you, but everything’s got a price and all debts must 
eventually be paid. With an AK-47 or an AR-15 in your hand, pulling the trigger can 
solve any bad mood. 
And if you don’t feel right about it, no problem: the “family” will let you walk, but 
it will no longer protect you from rival gangs. Or, even worse, it will cut off all 
relations period, because those who know but do not work are just a thorn in their 
side. Mi casa es tu casa. 
Certain embraces in Honduras are so strong that they only end in death.



Rio Chotepe. Over the course of three days, two bodies 
have been found: one is that of Victor Solis Bustillo, 

17 years old, pulled out of the river. The other is 
that of Javi Rafael Alfaro Sancez, 23 years old. Both 
came from the quarter of La Satelite and were found

with their hands tied behind their backs, a clear sign 
of the work of a sicario from the Mara 18 St gang.



Col Satellite. Manuel Nando Ponce Arriaza, 9 
years old, with his grandfather Davin, cries 
on the coffin of his mother, Iris Sabillon

 Arriaza Ponce, 33. She was killed by 
mistake by a sicario from the MS13 gang.



Col El Carmen. The 9mm of Felipe 
Umberto, sicario, 31 years old.



Rivera Hernadez. Pedro, taxi driver and 
sicario, relaxing before going to work.



Col El Carmen. The body of Alvaro Orellana, 27 years
 old. He was a Pandillero (gang member), killed at the 

hands of a sicario. The police imagine in revenge.



Chamalecon. Cemetery.



Col Central. Pedro, taxi driver by day, 
sicario by night. The gang boss threatening 
Eduardo in order to get information about 
his brother Carlos, a rival to Pedro who, 
for more than a month, has not paid the fee 
(extortion) for being able to do his job in 
the area where the two work. After being 
threatened, Eduardo will call Carlos.



La Lima. Drug raid. The agents’ faces 
are covered for their protection. 



Col Jardines del Valle. Funeral home “Funerales Celestial”, run by the Pacheco brothers.



Col El Carmen, National police. Edwin Edgaro Duwon Cheñlones, 
18 years old, member of the Mara 18 St gang. He was arrested
for the illegal importation and sale of firearms.



 Col El Carmen, national 
police. A window affixed 

with missing-persons flyers.



La Planeta. According to some witnesses, two men (sicari) 
on a motorcycle shot up the car, killing a 32 year-old man 
(Gustavo Alejandro Fuentes, merchant) and his 8-year-old son 
(Josue Denis). He probably had not paid the extortion fee. 
The yellow cards mark every bullet found on the ground.



Barrio Las Acacias. 
Communion during Sunday Mass.



Hospital Nacional Nor-Ocidental Dr. Mario Catarino Rivas. Family members 
of patients brought to the emergency room waiting for news. They are not 
allowed in due to problems of space, they have to sit or lay down outside.



Col Venecia. Pedro, taxi 
driver and sicario, was 
supposed to collect extortion 
money, but the situation got 
out of hand and the victim 
suddenly became his potential 
killer. He finds cover from 
the shots in an abandoned house.



Col El Carmen, national
police. Police pin.



Col Central. Pedro, taxi driver by day, sicario by night. 
The gang boss threatening Eduardo in order to get information about 
his brother Carlos, a rival to Pedro who, for more than a month, has

 not paid the fee (extortion) for being able to do his job in the area 
where the two work. After being threatened, Eduardo will call Carlos.



Rio Chotepe. Members of the family of Victor Solis Bustillo, 
17 years old, fishing his body out of the river. The way in 
which he was tied and gagged, in addition to being found, is 
a clear sign of the work of a sicario from the Mara 18 St gang.



El Progreso. Inside the prison, the inmates 
play pool. This section of the penitentiary 
is reserved for members of MS13.



La Planeta. A group of curious onlookers at the
crime scene. According to some witnesses, two men 
(sicari) on a motorcycle shot up the car killing 
a 32 year-old man (Gustavo Alejandro Fuentes,
merchant) and his 8-year-old son (Josue Denis). 
He probably had not paid the extortion fee.



El Progreso. Director of El Progreso 
prison,Arturo Martìnez Suazo.



Col El Carmen. Elisa Argueta, 51, cries on the 
shoulders of firstborn son Marucio after the 
death of Alvaro Orellana, 27, her second-born,
who was murdered by a sicario in a revenge killing.



Rio Chotepe. The body of Felipe Bustillo, 
17 years old, killed by a sicario from
the Mara 18 St gang. His sisters Alma 
and Loreta cry over his death.



Hospital Nacional Nor-Ocidental Dr. Mario Catarino Rivas. Edgaro 
Ramon Jimènez Guevara, aged 56, in a state of confusion caused 
by a head injury. He owns a pulperia (small food shop) in Col 

Municipal. He was first beaten and then robbed in what is believed 
to have been an act of extortion. His assailants remain unknown.
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