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Young woman jogging and tourists 
strolling on Gordon Beach.



Youth, start-ups and the city that “never sleeps”

Tel Aviv is the city that never sleeps: young (it will only have its 110th birthday 
in 2019) and for the young. For those with a yearning for life, yes, but especially 
those who have an idea and want to put it into practice. It doesn’t matter where 
you’re from or what your story is: in Tel Aviv you’ll immediately find fertile 
ground for developing an intuition and turning it into... a start-up. 
There are few delays and never any queues or unanswered emails: in a city like 
this, known as the centre of Silicon Wadi (which in Hebrew means “Valley”), you can 
chance upon an investor at a bar or during a free meetup that you can register for 
even 10 minutes before the start.

This happens at MindSpace, which has also been the home to the Booking.com offices 
since early 2018, on a Monday evening, where you can start networking, drinking and 
eating while listening to those who have “ideas to sell”. 
Or you could have a limited amount of time - the time it takes to “ride up in a 
lift” - for the so-called elevator pitches (which are no longer than five minutes) 
to test your chances as a start-upper. 

This is where we met Firdavs, a 23-year-old venture capitalist who is originally 
from Tajikistan and had lived in San Francisco for years before coming to Silicon 
Wadi to find start-ups to bet on. 
Or just stroll a few more metres down Rothschild Boulevard, the “start-up road” 
where Tel Aviv was born, to attend another meetup in the coworking office Urban Place 
inside the Shalom Tower. Always offered for free, here young people can first get 
tips on how to run their business and just a few hours later dress up to celebrate 
Purim (a Jewish holiday that falls between late February and early March).



Detail of the accelerator TheHive’s office, 
which is part of the Gvahim network and 

offers a five-month incubation program for 
aspiring start-uppers. Israelis,“returning 
citizens” and immigrants can participate.



At the meetups in “Startup Nation”, you could also meet future partners, just like 
29-year-old Shaï did after moving here from France to find work, currently a rarity 
in Europe. He had a full-time job in advertising for three years until he gave up 
everything and, together with Jeremy, a 25-year-old from Tahiti, decided to start his 
own business. 

The City of Tel Aviv is also helping young start-uppers: for a small monthly fee they 
are given desks for a few months in the coworking space called The Library as well as 
opportunities to attend meetings, get advice and much, much more. In addition, the 
Israeli Ministry of Economy has created the Innovation Authority for technological 
start-ups.

Then there are those who launched their start-up in a 2-storey industrial building 
in the old city of Jaffa and continue to stay there even after receiving their first 
funding. Such as Itay, Nadav and three other co-founders who got to know each other 
through a political campaign and have come to create a team of 17 people.

Not to mention that you can work anywhere in Tel Aviv thanks to an excellent Wi-Fi 
network and above all 14 km of beach, where once you’ve turned off your computer, 
it’s time to work out and enjoy a personalised fitness path (idea of a local start-up 
together with the municipality), play beach volleyball and party any time of the day 
or night.



Jeremy and Shaï at the city’s coworking office 
The Library present their start-up Watch and Give 
during a meetup. They are originally from Tahiti 
and France; they met for the first time during 
one of the many meetings organised in the city.



One of the meetings of WMN, a community created by Merav Oren to connect women who lead start-ups 
or are their co-founders. WMN is both a network and a coworking space and is not exclusively for 
women: men can join it as long as they have at least one woman in the team leading their start-up.  



Entrance to the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange. 



Taglit Innovation Center inside the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange: some Americans learn about Pixtier, 
a start-up that has created a software program 
that automatically transforms a series of aerial 
photos into 3D digital maps. 



Start-uppers working in Tel Aviv’s coworking 
office The Library, once merely a bookstore. 
You can get a desk here for four months (plus 
an additional four) by paying a small fee. 



Bograshov Beach. Firdavs Abdunazarov, a 23-year-old investor, moved from Silicon Valley to Silicon Wadi (as the area 
of Tel Aviv and its surroundings with a high technological concentration is called) to look for start-ups to invest in. 
Firdavs is from Tajikistan and works for Rothenberg Ventures, an American venture capital company based in San Francisco.



Start-uppers celebrate Purim inside the coworking office 
Urban Place in the centre of Tel Aviv. Every year the 

holiday falls on the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Adar 
(late February/early March) and commemorates the salvation of 
the Jewish people at the mercy of the wicked Haman in Persia.



Charles Bronfman Auditorium.



Soldiers during a meetup at MindSpace, a building on Rothschild Boulevard where several
companies are based along with several coworking offices. The obligatory military service 
serves as a period of basic training for future start-uppers, because it immediately 
gives them the ability to solve problems and take on big responsibilities, not only 
helping them to acquire hard skills, but also soft skills. It is not uncommon, therefore,
to see soldiers participating in meetups both during their three-year term and 
immediately afterwards when they begin to lay the foundation for their future business.



Two American girls inside the Taglit Innovation Center test themselves 
with an interactive game about the origins of Israeli start-ups. 



A glimpse of Tel Aviv Fintech Week held at 
the Stock Exchange from 5 to 7 March 2018.



The Tel Aviv skyline by night from the fiftieth floor of the 
Azrieli Tower. The Tower is near the Sarona district and is part 
of the Azrieli Center with several offices and a shopping mall. 



Girl photographing the sunset 
from the old city of Jaffa.



Youth at sunset 
on Bograshov Beach.



Group of Jewish Americans at the Taglit Innovation Center within 
the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange. The program offers Jews from all 

over the world a chance to learn about the start-up ecosystem up 
close and is implemented in partnership with the Stock Exchange.



A team from Cool Cousin, 
a start-up created in 2016, 
at work in a bar in the 
old city of Jaffa.



Galileo Galilei and Isaac Newton on two electricity boxes 
in Rehovot, 20 kilometres south of Tel Aviv. Called the “city 
of science and culture”, it is home to several companies that 
carry out medical and scientific research and which, thanks 
to substantial funding, have passed beyond the start-up phase.



Young men working out at one of the urban gyms set up on the beach in Tel Aviv. 
The gyms are part of one of the projects that the municipality of Tel Aviv is 
working on together with some start-uppers in order to give those using the 
gyms tools for tracking their own personalised workouts.



Some of the team members of Cool Cousin, a start-up 
launched in 2016 and based inside a two-storey 
warehouse in Jaffa. The team consists of 17 people, 
some of whom met during a political campaign. 
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