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Carabinieri and local authorities at the procession of Parme, or Palms, on Palm Sunday in Bova, Reggio Calabria. The Parme are a unique tradition in Italy: 
made by people of the community with woven olive branches and decorated with fruits and flowers, they are then blessed by the parish priest and taken in a 

procession through the alleys of the Medieval town.



There is no other tree like the olive tree. No other plant has been the focus of that many 
myths, and has received that much attention since ancient times. In dozens of cultures, the 
olive branch has been and still is a symbol of peace, faith, strength, integrity or triumph. 
No other plant has been able to talk to such a universal language. There is no other plant 
around which rotates such a complex and diverse world. There is not a more global tree.

In ancient Greece the olive tree was sacred: those caught damaging one were exiled. In 
ancient Rome, tradition had the twins Romulus and Remus being born under an olive tree. In 
the Old Testament, the olive tree is mentioned over seventy times. In the Gospels, Jesus 
Christ spends his last hours in meditation among the olive trees of Gethsemane, still a 
sacred place. For the Koran, the olive tree is the cosmic tree par excellence, a pillar of 
the world, a link between the human and the divine sphere: the 99 names of Allah are written 
on its leaves.

Olive oil, for centuries one of the known world’s economic cornerstones, is the basis of the 
Mediterranean diet, a substance with extraordinary nutritional properties that even today, 
in some regions of the Mediterranean basin, is the essential ingredient in ancient magic 
rituals. It is with that oil, used to draw a cross on the forehead, that the Orthodox Church 
welcomes the newborn babies to the world. And it is with that same oil that Christians, as 
a last act of mercy, anoint the forehead of those who are about to leave it forever.



One of the last surviving traditional oil mills powered by donkeys or pony horses in action in Tahanaout, 
a hill village some 50 kms from Marrakech, Morocco. 



Two workers of the Val Paradiso farm prune one of the olive trees near the 5th Century BC temple of Concordia, in the Valley of Temples in Agrigento, Italy. 
The Val Paradiso company has signed an agreement with the management of the Valley of Temples archaeological site to maintain and exploit the olive trees 

that grow in the 1,300-hectares park.



A Franciscan friar in the garden of Gethsemane in Jerusalem, Israel. According to Gospel tradition, the Gethsemane is where Jesus retreated after the last 
supper, before being betrayed and arrested. Although research shows that the eight oldest olive trees in the garden are around 900 years old, tradition has it 
that they grew from replanted branches taken from the original trees that witnessed Jesus’ last night. The Franciscan order takes care of the trees since 1681.



A giant bronze olive tree hanging from the roof of the Mercato del Duomo food store in Milano, Italy. 
The sculpture is by British artist Adam Lowe, who used secular olive trees as a cast.



Maria Luigia Stanco, 82, performs the ritual of ‘magical droplets’ in the kitchen of her house in Frigento, Italy. Tradition mandates that the ritual, widely 
used in the past in Central and Southern Italy to take the ‘evil eye’ off a person, must be performed only with extra virgin olive oil, a few drops of which 

are let fall from the left little finger into a dish containing water.



A statue of Jesus guards the border of an olive grove in the area of Porto Cesareo, Puglia.



The production line at the Pieralisi oil mill machinery factory in Jesi, Italy. 
The company is among the world’s leading manufacturers and exporters of automated oil mill machinery.



A tobacconist in her shop in Bova, Reggio Calabria. On the desk, a traditional staff made of woven olive branches intended to be used the following day during 
the Palm Sunday procession. Hanging on the wall on the right is a branch from the previous year’s staff.



The olive oil automated bottling line at the Carli olive oil company in Imperia, Italy. 
Established in the 1910s, the company is among the major olive oil producers in the country.



A crucifix carved in olive wood decorates the entrance of the Gethsemane Basilica in Jerusalem, Israel.



Farmer Luigi Tonini, 91, collects olives from the trees in his field in Montepulciano, Italy.



A party of Moroccan hunters take a break eating bread, olives and olive oil in the countryside of Ourika, in the vicinity of Marrakech.



Olives deposited for milling in a medium-scale oil mill in Tahanaout, a hill village some 50 kms from Marrakech, Morocco. 
Olive trees represent more than 50 percent of Moroccan agriculture, and the country ranks among the five top olive oil producers in the world.



A soccer field surrounded by an olive grove in the countryside of Ourika, in the vicinity of Marrakech. 
Olive trees represent more than 50 percent of Moroccan agriculture, and the country ranks among the five top olive oil producers in the world.



A baptism celebrated by father Traian Valdman at the Romanian church in Milano, Italy. In the Orthodox Church, several babies are baptized at the same time, by 
immersing them in water and, later, through small signs of the cross that the priest traces on their bodies with the olive oil he has previously blessed. The 

families usually have their own bottle of olive oil blessed on the altar, and use it back home even for cooking.



Olive trees killed by the xylella fastidiosa bacterium in the area south of Gallipoli, Puglia.



The Jewish cemetery surrounded by olive trees at the foot of the Mount of Olives, right beside the garden of Gethsemane in Jerusalem, Israel. 

The Jewish cemetery surrounded by olive trees at the foot of the Mount of Olives, right beside the garden of Gethsemane in Jerusalem, Israel. 



The parish priest prepares to bless the crowd before the procession of Parme, or Palms, on Palm Sunday in Bova, Reggio Calabria. The Parme are a unique 
tradition in Italy: made by people of the community with woven olive branches and decorated with fruits and flowers, they are then blessed by the parish priest 

and taken in a procession through the alleys of the Medieval town.



Secular olive trees kept in the Melendugno, Puglia, construction site of the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP). The trees, whose fate remains uncertain, have been 
uprooted in order to build the pipeline supposed to transport natural gas from Azerbaijan, sparking a violent protest by local authorities and residents.



A friar and a volunteer woman collect olives from the trees in the orchard of the 12th-Century St. Antimus abbey in the vicinity of Montalcino, Italy.



Victor Feguer was charged with manslaughter and was the last person in the U.S. executed in 1963 under the federal death penalty until it was reinstated in 
2001. For his final meal, Feguer asked for a single olive with a pit, saying that he hoped that an olive tree, a symbol of peace, would sprout from his grave.
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