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P U E R T O  R I C O

MARIA
THE HURRICANE 

OF CHANGE



A car destroyed by debris from a collapsed building on 20 
September 2017, the date of Hurricane Maria, in the district 

Puerta de Tierra. No one has ever moved it since then.



Puerto Rico’s year zero began with Maria. After having struck the Caribbean island in September 
2017, the violent category 5 hurricane has set processes in motion that are radically changing the 
lives of local inhabitants. Plywood houses are slowly reappearing in the devastated countryside, 
the furniture thrown around by the winds are being collected and stacked on the sides of streets, 
women have gone back to weaving in factories and protesting for their rights in the streets. 
But nothing is as before. A new awareness has arisen and the happiness of cruise passengers 
visiting the fort of the ancient Spanish capital is no longer the goal to be achieved. 
Nor will the swimming pools of the destroyed billion-dollar villas be easily filled with water, now 
that the city’s youth has discovered how much fun it is to use them as skate parks for launching 
themselves into a new future. Puerto Rico wants to regain strength on its own, knowing full well 
that the dollars coming from the United States are always for the benefit of someone else. 

The long-abandoned lands have given rise to the organisation of eco-agriculture communities that 
will allow the island to count on its own food reserves. In taxis, someone has discovered that 
cryptocurrencies, whether bitcoin or ethereum, open up contacts with businessmen and businesses 
able to break away from the system’s traditional rules. 
The buzzwords are now political autonomy, renewable energies and zero-kilometre production,because 
everyone can become an entrepreneur of himself when nature creates a tabula rasa of the past and 
frees forgotten utopias. All it takes is progress in baby steps. 
Slowly, or like they sing in Puerto Rico: despacito. “El Bowl” is one of the first and most famous 
redevelopment projects in the difficult district of La Perla. Its swimming pool is open to the 
whole community at the weekends and is a skate park on the weekdays.



A participant in the “Blockchain unbound” conference held from 14 to 16 March 2018 at the Vanderbilt Hotel in Puerto Rico and dedicated to blockchain 
technology and cryptocurrencies. “The first event of this kind ever held in Puerto Rico, Blockchain Unbound is an international conference that connects the 
island with over 500 visionary entrepreneurs and investors in blockchains, cryptocurrencies and vertical ICOs”.



Pedro Rivera, 36, founder of Biquity. Originally from Puerto Rico 
and now living in Miami, he participated in the conference with the 
aim of finding investors for his project, which involves the use of 
renewable energy in the homes and businesses of the island.

“They are not sick, they 
are the healthy sons of 

the patriarchy”: the sign
of a participant in the 

women’s march of 8 March 2018.



Brock Pierce, 38, during an informal event organised in the 
“Museo del Niño”. He is President of the Bitcoin Foundation, 
which he purchased to bring its headquarters to Puerto Rico. 
He has installed solar panels to compensate for the lack of 

electricity. The building had been without electricity 
since the hurricane struck on 20 September 2017.



A student of the University of Albizu 
founded in 1966 in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
It was the first school of professional 
psychology in North America and the Caribbean.



View of “Viejo San Juan” from above, the 
colonial part of the capital of Puerto Rico.

After the hurricane, Alba (left) attempted suicide to escape the 
continuous violence inflicted on her by her partner. Luz (right) 
is from the anti-violence centre. She helped Alba in the recovery 
process to overcome the crisis and find a new safe house.



Chemi Rosado-Seijo is a skater who practices in one of the 
abandoned pools of the Carolina district after having 
cleaned up the water and debris brought by the hurricane.



José Santana shows the cryptocurrency portfolio on 
his smartphone which he owns and does not intend 

to sell. He is considered a “holder”, while those 
who produce cryptocurrencies are called “miners”.



Participants in the “Blockchain Unbound” conference dedicated 
to blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies,held at the 

Vanderbilt Hotel in Puerto Rico on 14-16 March 2018.



Carmen (left) and Adela (right) are managers of the “Creación de la montaña” of 
Utuado. After Hurricane Maria, production was interrupted for a month due to the 

power failure, but now the factory is operating again. Utuado is one of the 
areas that was hit hardest by the hurricane and having a job is a great help to 

the workers, as many of them have lost everything or live in difficult situations.



Closing speeches of the women’s march of 8 March 2018 in the centre of San Juan.



Juliana came to Puerto Rico 16 years ago from the Dominican Republic; 
she lives in the district of San Isidro, Canovanas, Puerto Rico. The 
hurricane swept away her wooden house and now the NGO Techo volunteers 
are rebuilding it. Her house will be 35 square metres and will cost 
$ 8,000. Juliana will contribute 5% and help in the construction 
work as well as cook for the volunteers.



Fishermen on the beach of Cerro Gordo, Puerto Rico.



Payola is a DJ and the founder of Radiored: independent radio, 
coffee shop and vinyl shop. The project was launched in the lively 
Santurce district of San Juan after the passage of Hurricane Maria.



Ian Pagan-Roig, farmer and founder of the “Josco Bravo” agricultural-ecological community in Toa Alta, Puerto Rico. One of the activities organized by Ian is 
an agriculture-ecology course held every Tuesday and Friday in the communities of Toa Alta, Mayaguez and Gurabo. Many young people from different backgrounds 
attend the courses: after the hurricane they felt the need to return to the countryside to become self-sufficient.



Participants in the “Blockchain Unbound” conference dedicated 
to blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies, held at the 

Vanderbilt Hotel in Puerto Rico on 14-16 March 2018.



The “fortaleza” of San Juan, where the 
inhabitants of the city meet at the 

weekend to fly kites and spend time outdoors.



Puerto Rican writer Gloribel Delgado in front of her typewriter. 
She began writing the novel “The Flooded House” in the 
weeks immediately after the hurricane when her house 

lacked electricity. She used a torch on her head to write.



Rodolfo Sessmann, one of the most active promoters of the use of 
cryptocurrencies in Puerto Rico. He is working on the development 
of a Puerto Rican cryptocurrency which will be called Kokkicoin. He 
has also launched projects in island schools to teach children what 
cryptocurrency is and how to use it.

Anitha Vadavatha, founder of D.Cent Labs. Speaker at the 
“Blockchain Unbound” conference. She is a consultant and mentor for 
start-ups in biotechnology, digital health, artificial intelligence 
and space with great knowledge of emerging technologies, 
innovation, international business and smart cities.



Marta, a worker of the “Cooperation Creación de la montaña” of Utuado, 
in the centre of the island, standing in front of what remains of her 
house that was taken away by Hurricane Maria. After six months, Marta 
began to live in the small cellar she had built under her house: it 
does not have electricity and she uses the water from the municipal 

cistern. She is waiting for volunteers of the Mennonite church 
she attends to come from the United States to rebuild her 

house, as the government is not providing the necessary help.



Participants in the “Blockchain Unbound” conference 
dedicated to blockchain technology and cryptocurrencies, 
held at the Vanderbilt Hotel in Puerto Rico on 14-16 March 2018.



A house for sale in the district of Trujillo Alto. Over 350,000 Puerto Ricans 
have left the island after the hurricane and moved to the United States.
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