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The open-air platinum mine of Mothlabe,
 which belongs to the Sebanye company. 



- 25 November is the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women.

- South Africa is the largest producer of platinum in the world.

- The rate of violence against women in South Africa, in particular in the 
area of the Platinum Mining Belt, is one of the highest in the world. 

- In South Africa, women experience sexual assault every 36 seconds, 40% 
of men have beaten their intimate partners and one out of every four men 

has committed a sexual crime.

- The dramatic collapse of the price of platinum that has occurred over 
the last number of years has aggravated the already critical social 

situation of South Africa



Bridjette Monogi at her grandmother’s home in Jericho 
where she moved with her 2 children after being 

raped by 2 men on her way home from work.



Many miners from the settlement of shacks known as Sondela, one 
of the many located around the platinum mines of Rustenburg, pass 
their free time in the bars, trying to drink as many beers as possible.



The platinum mine owned by Sebanye and 
the miners’ shacks in the township of Sondela.



A young woman gets a check-up at Tsholofelo Community Clinic, 
run by Sister Georgina, an Anglican nun, in the settlement of 
shacks known as Siza, one of the many located around the platinum
mines of Rustenburg. Here there are also MSF (Médecins Sans 
Frontières) personnel, who work with cases of sexual violence.



Makhanya Siphamanquia, miner and union activist, 
photographed in his house in Sondela. On the wall, a photo of 
when he stood in the elections to be a union representative.



A protest in Pretoria against violence towards women. 



On a Sunday afternoon a group of ethnic Xhosa miners 
have fun doing traditional dances and drinking beer 
in the settlement of shacks known as Maidikwe.



Unatha Mathunda (17 years old) photographed in the house 
where she lives with her family in the settlement of Zachele. 
One night when she was 12 she was raped when alone at home.



A ‘prophet’ from a Pentecostal church in Sondela, one of the many located 
around the platinum mines of Rustenburg. Many women and girls who have been 
subjected to violence are afraid of going to hospital or the police, but have 
an easier time telling their stories to ‘prophets’ or sangoma (traditional healers). 



A company train from Impala full of minerals 
to be processed in the mines of Rustenburg.



Many miners from the settlement of shacks known as Sondela, one 
of the many located around the platinum mines of Rustenburg, pass 
their free time in the bars, trying to drink as many beers as possible.



Poppy Makqobatlou (52 years old) in her house in Bapong shows the X-ray 
of the fractured shoulder she received at the hands of her husband.



Baba Mhquehka, sangoma (traditional healer and fortune teller) from the settlement 
of Zachele celebrates a rite to summon ancestral spirits. Many women and girls who 

have been subjected to violence are afraid of going to hospital or the police, 
but have an easier time telling their stories to ‘prophets’ or sangoma.



Levy Mogoe (43 years old) outside his shack in the settlement of Settswana. 
Some years ago he was raped by 3 women who had climbed into his car. As 

a result he was diagnosed HIV positive and had to quit his work as 
a policeman due to the continuous derision of his colleagues.



Atlegang Monogi is the son of Bridjette, who was raped while 
coming home from work. Here he is photographed in the house of 
his grandmother Emily in Jericho, where they moved after the assault.



Many miners from the settlement of shacks known 
as Sondela, one of the many located around the 

platinum mines of Rustenburg, pass their free time in 
the bars, trying to drink as many beers as possible.



Phathiswa Nyhba in her one-room house in the settlement 
of Meryking. Last year she was beaten up, insulted and fired 
from the mine where she worked. The union representative who 

was supposed to defend her asked for sexual favours in return.



A mineshaft of an abandoned uranium mine in the zone of Rustenburg. 
The collapse of the price of platinum has led to the closure of 

many wells and subsequent firing of thousands of workers
and an increase in violence against women.



Baba D and his wife Mama Phatiswa, two sangomas (traditional healers) from the 
settlement of Siza, talking with a representative from MSF (Médecins Sans 
Frontières), who works with cases of sexual violence. Many women and girls 
who have been subjected to violence are afraid of going to hospitalor the 

police, but have an easier time telling their stories to ‘prophets’ or sangoma.



Chris Molebatsi is a member of the BUA Mining Communities, 
a trade union trying to challenge the power of the mining 

companies and their injustices towards the community.



Around the settlement of shacks known as Sondela 
and the platinum mines there are mountains of rubbish. 



The day-care centre realized by the Tsholofelo Community Clinic, run by Sister Georgina, 
an Anglican nun, in the settlement of shacks known as Siza, one of the many located around 
the platinum mines of Rustenburg. Here there are also MSF (Médecins Sans Frontières) 
personnel, who work with cases of sexual violence.



Muthi Pilane, traditional chief of the Bakgatla tribe, on whose territory 
there is a huge platinum mine. His role is that of limiting the 

environmental disasters created by mining, interacting with the companies 
and trying to obtain advantages from them for his own community. 



Sunset over the shaft of a closed mine. The collapse of the price of 
platinum has led to the closure of many wells and subsequent firing 
of thousands of workers and an increase in violence against women.



Levy Mogoe (43 years old) outside his shack in the settlement of Settswana.
Some years ago he was raped by 3 women who had climbed into his car. As a 
result he was diagnosed HIV positive and had to quit his work as a policeman 
due to the continuous derision of his colleagues.



In South Africa a majority of women consider the various forms of sexual violence they are subjected to 
by their intimate partners, husbands and strangers to be a normal part of everyday routine. In fact, 
the rate of abuse against women in the country is one of the highest in the world and concentrated, 
above all, in Rustenburg: the region better known as the Platinum Mining Belt, the site of the largest 
quantitative amount of platinum extraction in the world. 
In South Africa, women experience sexual assault every 36 seconds, 40% of men have beaten their 
intimate partners and one out of every four men has committed a sexual crime: horrifying statistics 
which comprise a distant, almost forgotten, realty, one that the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women on 25 November will shed necessary light on.
Many South African women find it impossible to denounce what they have suffered due to shame and fear. 
Some, however, have decided to fight back and, helped by the NGO Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF), have retaken control of their lives in spite of poverty, difficultly finding 
work and the related impossibility of leading a self-directed life. These women and girls are role 
models for all those women throughout the world who are subjected to submission and abuse. 
Numerous studies have shown the importance of MSF, active in Rustenburg with projects aimed at both 
the psychological and medical support of victims of violence. The organisation is also drafting a 
report containing the most recent data related to the present situation: aggravated by the collapse 
of the price of platinum, the economy and the social equilibrium of the mining zones are under immense 
strain. One of the immediate consequences of the crisis is unemployment, which then further inflames 
tensions in a social fabric made up to a large degree by immigrants from other African countries. The 
general discontent and the impossibility for the local population to find work outside of the mines 
feeds problems like alcoholism that, in turn, generate violence against women.
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