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U S A

THE CHAPEL OF 
GAY WEDDINGS



According to rankings published in 
the online travel guide Gay Travel 
in January 2017, Las Vegas is the 
world’s greatest gay destination. 



Ron and Jamie have always wanted to unite couples regardless of their 
sex. That’s why 16 years ago they decided to create  the Gay Chapel of Las 
Vegas, the first gay chapel in Vegas. 
After having long celebrated unrecognised homosexual unions, the chapel has 
became more organised on October 9, 2014. On that day a federal district 
court ruled that Nevada’s ban on gay marriage was unconstitutional, 
therefore recognising gay marriages as legal. 
Has the legalization of gay unions given the business of marriage a second 
breath? After all the numbers of ceremonies in the state has fallen by 37% 
over the last 10 years (according to the Las Vegas Sun). 

In addition to “traditional” weddings, with or without Elvis, the chapel 
offers an assortment of ceremonies depending on how eccentric you want 
them to be. A “classic” ceremony costs $375, whereas you’ll be spending 
$800 for a wedding officiated by Liberace (including glitter, a private 
concert and a souvenir photo to top it all off).
In an article featuring both text and photos, we offer you an immersion 
into the world of marriage in Vegas where 80,000 unions were celebrated 
in 2015 alone. We wish to view this phenomenon through the eyes of the Gay 
Chapel of Las Vegas, a family business where Ron and Jamie’s parents also 
work, to try and understand what has changed since 2014.



Ilene’s Tux and Gown is an immense store 
which has more than three thousand dresses 
and suits under plastic lining in its 
warehouse. A lace gown can be rented 
anywhere from $100-1000.



Coming from Milwaukee on vacation in Las Vegas, Allyson, 28, 
and Camiel, 33, had not planned on getting married. And yet 
they decided to exchange their vows at the Las Vegas Wedding
 Chapel. As Allyson explains: “Friends had recommended this 
place because the owners are gay. We knew we would be well 
received and in on top of it all, we are helping the community.” 



The shops on the Strip, Las Vegas’ main 
destination, offer a large array of novelties 
and trinkets including same-sex wedding cake toppers.  



Andrew & Ralph. LGBT  An economic study by the 
Williams Institute predicted a $52 million 
economicboom following the arrival of marriage 
equality. In the first two days of October 2014, 
hundreds of marriage licenses were sold to same-sex 
couples. Since that time, gay marriages have been on 
the rise: an increase of 10.9% between 2015 and 2016
 with 4,490 licenses issued, according to the Census Bureau.



Marriage constitutes a market worth an 
estimated at $2 billion. The State of Nevada is 

cashing in: the single licensing office 
reported earnings of $5 million in 2014 alone.

       



The Venetian, a famous Las Vegas 
hotel where couples often get married.



Stephanie and Tammy came over from England with their friends to be married by Elvis 
in a Rockabilly setting. They chose the Viva Las Vegas Chapel,the establishment of 
Ron Decar and Jamie Richards, two of the city’s marriage officiants and owners of 

the city’s first self-proclaimed gay chapel, which has been in operation since 1999.



The wedding chapels are crammed one after another along 
Las Vegas Boulevard, a stone’s throw from the famous 
Strip where the gambling casinoes are located. Here 

 you can also find a machine gun shooting range, 
a Motel, 8 restaurants and vacant lots.



Marriage constitutes a market worth an estimated 
at $2 billion. The State of Nevada is cashing 

in: the single licensing office reported 
earnings of $5 million in 2014 alone.



November 12, 2016, Donald Trump was elected President. 
Protesters swarmed the streets to express their fears and 

dissatisfaction in cities all over the US. The LGTBQ+ community 
made their presence felt at the heart of Las Vegas’ casinos. 



Stephen and Yeiron, 63 and 24, live on the border between Nevada 
and Arizona. On this November day, they drove two hours to Vegas 

and rented two gray satin suits to get married at the Viva 
Las Vegas Chapel, the city’s self-proclaimed first gay chapel.



Since a Las Vegas wedding is as official as any 
other wedding, the business surrounding divorce 
is flourishing. To simply nullify a marriage
licensehere, it must either be proved that the 
union couldn’t have been legally officiated 
(bigamy),or that consent couldn’t have been 
given due to an “altered state” (i.e. under the 
influence of drugs). There are many law firms 
offering divorce packages between $300 and $500.



The Viva Las Vegas Chapel offers a number of wedding packages; an 
Egyptian wedding dressed as pharaohs, an intergalactic wedding 
or LGBT Liberace. This couple chose the rockabilly wedding set 

                                                                                               in a room with a juke-box, neon lights and vinyl covered chairs. 
 



A limousine service is offered to newly 
                                                                                                               married couples at the Viva Las Vegas chapel.



This couple chose a traditional ceremony: “Yeiron is Dominican, 
and since he was little he has always dreamt of a very classic 
marriage, something with a mention of God. I wanted to get married so 
that the love of my life would be protected, forever,” explains Stephen.



The shops on the Strip, Las Vegas’ main destination, offer a large 
                                                                                   array of novelties and trinkets including same-sex wedding cake toppers.  
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