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In the Laboratory of Environmental Security Service in Recife. 
The illustrations show the aedes egipty mosquito, which is 
responsible for the dengue, chicongunya and Zika viruses.



The shadows of Recife’s skyscrapers stretch for miles towards the hinterland of Paraiba and the 
rural villages of Pernambuco in northeastern Brazil. 
They hide black or mulatto mothers, under the age of 19 or over 40. They are not very well 
educated, but they are united by a fate that seems to have very little to do with chance: they 
are the women who most often give birth to children with microcephaly. 
Although the World Health Organization declared the Zika virus emergency over with the end of the 
Olympic Games in Brazil in 2015, the mosquito carrier Aedes aegypti continues to strike. 
Some blame the leaking aqueducts and rain cans, the only resources for fighting drought when building 
wells, while purchasing sealed cans is expensive. Perhaps there’s even a genetic predisposition. 
It’s definitely a consequence of the poor controls, which are carried out only in the city and 
after the virus has already defeated the other mothers who walk miles to find a cure for children 
who already bear the mark of the pathology. 

These are births that in some cases could be avoided by abortion, but faith in God and Jesus, who 
silently watches over them from the images blanketing their homes, is stronger. 
These women care very little about the headlines, which are starting to talk about a virus which 
is probably aggravated by genetic modifications in the insects and which is spreading in an area 
where the birth rate is out of control. 
Those women who can, try to help their children swim in therapeutic pools, on account of the support 
that water provides for their atrophied limbs. Few of them can afford the expensive treatments 
that include botox injections to protect their children’s muscles, stimulation with flashlights 
to strengthen their eyesight, and physiotherapy exercises. 
These women accept what comes their way and suffer in silence, as traditional society expects from 
a Brazilian woman. Bow your head, whether big or small, and carry on. 



Juan Guillerme, aged 14 months, is affected 
by congenital Zika syndrome. He is seen here 
in a “global” therapy session, which includes 
three different stimulation techniques.



Juan Guillerme during aquatic therapy at the Pepita 
Duran clinic. Aquatic therapy is very important 
for children with congenital Zika syndrome.



Aerial view of Recife, capital of Pernambuco 
and epicentre of the Zika Virus. Over the last 
20 years Recife has built far more buildings than 
its sewer system can stand. For this reason its 
most important river, the Capibaribe, is highly polluted.



Billboards warning about the 
spread of mosquitoes in Recife.



Lis’s first birthday. Lis, seen here with her mother Carol, has congenital Zika syndrome. Carol is middle class and 
is one of the few mothers of a child affected by the Zika virus who can afford to organise a party for her little girl.



Carol, the mother of Lis, is middle class. She is the only one of a handful of mothers who are able to to work, as she has a husband, 
a family, a servant and a private therapist who can all help in the management of the complex therapy needed by her daughter. 



An operator from the Environmental 
Security Service sprays a larvicide 

in the Santo Amaro cemetery.



Mothers with children affected by congenital 
Zika syndrome waiting to be received by the 
doctors at the Oswaldo Cruz hospital. Many of 
these women come from inland areas in the state 
of Pernambuco, and they must also travel for 
2-3 hours to get to the hospital, 3-4 days 
a week. This causes them to lose their jobs.



A doctor in Dr. Regina Coeli’s team, which is 
responsible for the maternity ward at Oswaldo 
Cruz in Recife, visits Leonardo Gabriel.



Leonardo Gabriel, Soraia’s son, 
during hydrotherapy at AACD in Recife.



Soraia and her 14-month-old son Leonardo Gabriele in their 
modest home in the San Martin neighbourhood in Recife. 
When Leonardo Gabriele was born with the Zika virus, 

Soraia’s husband asked Soraia to choose between the devil, 
their son, and himself. Their marriage came to an end shortly 

afterwards and since then Soraia has lived on donations. 



Some clothes on sale at a low price for families 
with children affected by congenital Zika syndrome, 
during a meeting of the AMAR association.



Mothers with children affected by congenital Zika syndrome waiting 
to be received by the doctors at the Oswaldo Cruz hospital. Many of 
these women come from inland areas in the state of Pernambuco, and 
they must also travel for 2-3 hours to get to the hospital, 3-4 days 
a week. This causes them to lose their jobs.



Some members of the “doctors Ong smile” asking motorists for donations. 
Donations are a key element for many associations that care for the sick 
in Brazil, where health care is very inadequate and often private.



Dany and her son Bernardo, who suffers from congenital Zika 
syndrome, in their home in Recife. Dany says she is very religious 
and is totally opposed to abortion. Dany doesn’t have a husband but 
her mother and her three children help her take care of Bernardo.



A young resident of the Coelho favela. 
She decided to have a baby in spite of 
the risk of the Zika virus.



Fabiana Victor’s bed, 29. She contracted Zika shortly 
after becoming pregnant and was afraid for her son because 
information on the methods and transmission times was scarce.



Soraia and her 14-month-old son Leonardo Gabriele in their modest home in the San Martin neighbourhood in Recife. When Leonardo Gabriele was born with 
congenital Zika syndrome, Soraia’s husband asked Soraia to choose between the devil, their son, and himself. Their marriage came to an end shortly afterwards 
and since then Soraia has lived on donations. Soraia and her 14-month-old son Leonardo Gabriele in their modest home in the San Martin neighbourhood in 
Recife. When Leonardo Gabriele was born with congenital Zika syndrome, Soraia’s husband asked Soraia to choose between the devil, their son, and himself. Their 
marriage came to an end shortly afterwards and since then Soraia has lived on donations.



The Tapacura dam, the most 
important in Recife.



Operators from the Environmental Security Service look inside 
a water tank in the modest neighborhood located on the banks 
of “Arruda channel” to see if there are  any mosquito larvae.



During the month of February, which is famous for its carnival and accompanying celebrations, the number of young 
women who become pregnant is very high. February is also the month when mosquitoes are most numerous, on account of 
the heat. This combination creates the conditions for the spread of the virus linked to the aedes aegypti mosquito.



Dany and her son Bernardo, who suffers from congenital Zika
syndrome,in their home in Recife. Dany says she is very religious 

and is totally opposed to abortion. Dany doesn’t have a husband but 
her mother and her three children help her take care of Bernardo.



Some of the many religious 
figures in the home of Carol, 
the middle-class mother of Lis.



A moment during weekly prayer in the Olinda Anglican
church, near Recife. Religious institutions have been 
helping families affected by the Zika epidemic.
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