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At the end of June 2018, she has been awarded the prestigious 
"Hero of the Year" award by the US State Department for her commitment to 

the fight against human trafficking

A former victim of human trafficking and forced to prostitution in Italy, 
Blessing is a young woman from Nigeria who had the courage to report her 
exploiters and restart her life as a cultural mediator. She works between 
Italy and Nigeria, trying to prevent other women from becoming the victims 
of human trafficking and supporting those who have fallen into that trap: 

often very young and unprepared women, reduced to slavery for sexual 
exploitation.

There are very few people like her who have chosen to put their lives on 
the line and to try to accompany those who wish to return to Nigeria to 
their places of origin, thanks to a project of assisted repatriations 

promoted by the Slaves no More Association.

Blessing Okoedion has also published the book 
"Il Coraggio della libertà” (The Courage of Freedom) (published by Paoline) 

with the journalist Anna Pozzi. 

A woman freed from the hell of trafficking



Joy Beauty, one of the victims of 
human trafficking repatriated by 
Slaves no More, in the house the 
association rented for her in Lagos



Blessing in front of the 
lagoon of Badagry, one of 
the places where slaves were 
sold and boarded to America



Blessing with Mabel, one of the 
victims of human trafficking 
repatriated by Slaves no More



Blessing heading to the church 
of St. Ferdinand in Ipaja,
a neighbourhood of Lagos, 

where she’ll make a speech 
against human trafficking



Juliet, one of the victims
of human trafficking 

repatriated by Slaves no More, 
at the shop the association 

helped her to launch in Lagos



Blessing in the waiting room of 
bishop’s place in Benin City



Blessing with Rita, one 
of the victims of human 

trafficking repatriated by 
Slaves no More, in the hair 
salon the association rented 

for her in Benin City



Joy Uromi, one of the victims of 
human trafficking repatriated by 
Slaves no More, at the entrance 
of her mother’s bar in Uromi



Blessing praying in the yard
of a church in Lagos



Mabel, one of the victims of human 
trafficking repatriated by Slaves no 

More, with her 6 yo child in the house 
in Lagos the association rented for her



Blessing in her native 
village for the first 
time after three years



Stephanie, one of the victims of 
human trafficking repatriated by 
Slaves no More, with her mother, 
her brother and her sister in 
their family house in Benin City 



Blessing with a friend and 
colleague in Benin City, 
where she used to work in 
the computer industry



Blessing with a young woman 
congratulating her for her 
courage after the speech 
about human trafficking she 
made in a Lagos church



A meeting about women’s rights 
in Benin City



Blessing’s native village in 
the Nigerian state of Edo



Blessing on the beach of Castel 
Volturno, Italy where she was forced 

to prostitution before reporting 
her situation to the police



Blessing in Castel Volturno, Italy where 
she was forced to prostitution before 
reporting her situation to the police



Drug addiction and prostituion are 
the rules of the people who live in 
this abandoned building in Castel 

Volturno, Italy where Blessing 
was forced to prostitution before 

reporting her situation to the police



Blessing with a senegalese friend in 
Caserta where she lives today working 
as a cultural mediator for helping 
others girls victims of trafficking



A degraded area in Castel Volturno, 
Italy, where Blessing was forced
to prostitution before reporting

her situation to the police
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