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Manila, Pinaglabanan neighborhood. 
A man on the roof of his shack decides 

the best location to fix his new light bottle.



It all started in the shantytowns, where millions of people all over the world 
are forced to live in darkness even in broad daylight. The shacks are often 
windowless, or so crammed that no light can get through, while electric power 
is too expensive or simply nonexistent. 
In 2011, a Filipino Ngo called Liter of Light figured out a way of turning a 
plastic bottle, with a few simple components, into a lamp which, by day or on 
a full moon night, casts a light equivalent to that of a 55-watts bulb. They 
started distributing the bottles in Manila’s slums, bringing light into the 
life of thousands of people. Then the Ngo added to the bottle a basic electronic 
circuit, a solar panel and a battery, thus enabling it to store energy and to 
work at night. Then the bottle became a modified portable solar lantern, and 
eventually even a lamp post, providing public lighting to communities which 
had never experienced it before. 
Now, Liter of Light has conceived a formula based on micro credit and crash 
courses which turn farmers and slum dwellers into solar engineers, so that they 
can service the lamps when they break or build them from scratch and become 
completely self sufficient. And it is spreading this formula all over the 
world, effectively fueling a solar revolution.



Maligcong, Banaue Valley, Philippines. 
Villagers have just received the solar 
lanterns developed by the Ngo Liter of Light.



Manila. Filipino Army soldiers unload bottles from an Army truck 
for an event in which a few hundred volunteers delivered by 

bicycle hundreds of light bottles to the capital city’s slums.  



Patyay, Ifugao province, Philippines. Assisted by the locals, 
members of the Ngo Liter of Light assemble the solar lamp posts 
which they brought to the village during a 5-hour walk along 
a mountain path through the rice terraces.



Maligcong, Banaue Valley, Philippines. 
Villagers who have just received the solar lanterns 

developed by the Ngo Liter of Light walk to the rice terraces. 
The lanterns are a significant improvement in their working conditions, 

as most field work takes place at night, when water flow from the mountains 
to the terraces is abundant. Farmers have always worked in complete darkness.



Maligcong, Banaue Valley, Philippines. 
Villagers have just received the solar lanterns developed 

by the Ngo Liter of Light walk to the rice terraces. The lanterns 
are a significant improvement in their working conditions, as most 
field work takes place at night, when water flow from the mountains 

to the terraces is abundant. Farmers have always worked in complete darkness.



Manila, San Pedro Laguna neighborhood. 
The owner of a shack shows one of his new light bottles. 



Manila. A Manila Rotary Club spokesperson talks to the press 
before an event in which a few hundred volunteers delivered 
by bicycle hundreds of light bottles to the capital city’s slums. 



Maligcong, Banaue Valley, Philippines. 
A villager who has just received the solar lantern developed by the Ngo Liter of Light 

walks to the rice terraces. The lanterns are a significant improvement in their 
working conditions, as most field work takes place at night, when water flow from the 

mountains to the terraces is abundant. Farmers have always worked in complete darkness.



Manila, San Pedro Laguna neighborhood. 
A woman in her shack with the light bottle lighting up the room.



Patyay, Ifugao province, Philippines. 
The solar lanterns brought to the village by members of the Ngo Liter of Light 
during a 5-hour walk along a mountain path are ready for delivery.



Maligcong, Banaue Valley, Philippines. 
Illac Diaz, founder of Ngo Liter of Light, explains 
to villagers how the solar lantern the Ngo developed works.



Manila, Pinaglabanan neighborhood. 
A kid in her shack with the light bottle lighting up the room.



Patyay, Ifugao province, Philippines. 
One of the freshly installed solar lamp posts. 
It will automatically turn on after sunset, giving 
the village the public lighting it has never experienced.



Manila, San Pedro Laguna neighborhood. 
A woman in her shack with the light bottle lighting up the room.



Patyay, Ifugao province, Philippines. 
Assisted by the locals, members of the Ngo Liter of Light 

assemble the solar lamp posts which they brought to the village 
during a 5-hour walk along a mountain path through the rice terraces.



Patyay, Ifugao province, Philippines. 
The solar lanterns brought to the village by members of the Ngo Liter 

of Light during a 5-hour walk along a mountain path are ready for delivery.



Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Illac Diaz, founder of Ngo Liter of Light, exp
lains his work to people attending the GRI global conference, where he is hosted 

by Enel, the Italian energy giant with which he has signed a partnership. 



Maligcong, Banaue Valley, Philippines. 
Villagers who have just received the solar lanterns developed
by the Ngo Liter of Light walk to the rice terraces. The lanterns 
are a significant improvement in their working conditions, as most 
field work takes place at night, when water flow from the mountains 
to the terraces is abundant. Farmers have always worked in complete darkness.
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